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Dear Sir: 

Applicants, wish to bring to the attention of the Patent 
Examiner the reference listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 and 
attached thereto. This reference was cited in the Specification 
on Page 1. Since this Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) is 
being filed before a first Office Action on the merits, it is 
believed that no fee is due. However, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 03-2468 for any 
additional fees or credit any overpayment in connection with this 
IDS. It is respectfully requested that the foregoing IDS be 
incorporated into the official file of the present patent 
application. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Gerald HANISCH et al 
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the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendments, Commission 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,^Alexand£ia, fl/A 22313-1450 on January 
8, 2 004. 
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